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Cultural Persisitence of Franco-Americans in the United States
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Abstract :

In this paper, cultural persistence of Franco-Americans in the United States is explored. At
first, based on Census and the American Community Survey, the regional distribution of Franco-
Americans is examined. In 1980, the French language was still maintained as a language spoken
at home in some counties in New England, especially Maine, and in some parishes in southern
Louisiana. The rates, however, dropped by the early 2010s, even in the counties or parishes
where many French speakers lived in 1980. While it is not easy to maintain French as a lan-
guage spoken at home as a result of out-migration to cities and intermarriage, the author indi-
cates that ethnic museums and festivals would play an important role in their cultural persistence.
For example, in southern Louisiana, many festivals related to local environment and culture have
been held even in small towns, while local museums exhibit their way of life. In northern Maine,
with collaboration of northwestern New Brunswick and the Temiscouata region of Québec, the
5th Acadian World Congress (Congrés mondial acadien) was held in 2014. These events con-

tribute to maintaining regional and cultural identity.
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