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A Dilemma of Québec as the Host Society :
From the Debate on the Charter of Québec Values

Taro OISHI

BE AT, 20134EKICHF 5 - r Xy 2ot o Lz Ty 7 offift ]
FBELO CHHFFIER L, BHFAFICESOVWTKRA MEEL LTOFr Ry 7 DF 1 L
YEMETL7ze TORER. AFEILOHEITICE VBREZITANES S 252 WIKRIZSH
5T, 7TV AGERDZERTLHELA) LOBRNPLL 25 WEENIEL. —HTHEEL
DX BN G 7 FHOIBATS [H Ay ] 2R CERIEL 727 Ry 2 P FEBR L CTE 72
[y 7 Offifli] 2B L CWEEEZLABBY., TRy 7 PFRERTA LU EHA
TWhHrZ EaIRTE Lz,

Abstract :

This paper explores a dilemma of Québec as the host society with special attention to the de-
bate on the Charter of Québec values proposed by the Parti Québécois government in September
2013. In 2012, after the Parti Québécois won the general election of the National Assembly of
Québec, Pauline Marois formed the first Parti Québécois government since 2003 and became the
first female premier in Québec. Her government intended to introduce some policies called
“identity politics.” However, the Charter of Québec values divided the Québec society because it
included some articles which banned the public servants to wear religious symbols such as scarfs
for Islamic women. In general, francophones supported the charter, while anglophones and allo-
phones were against it. In Québec, which was modernized during the period called “the quiet
revolution” in the 1960s and 1970s, laicité (secularism) and equality of men and women have
been one of the most important values for some Québécois. Finally, the charter did not become
law because of snap election in the spring 2014 in which the Marois government was defeated.
The situation in Québec might be an interesting example for Japanese society which would be

multiethnic in the near future.
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