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The Meaning of “Nation-States” in Japanese and its Confusion:
Civil Society’s Participation in the World Order System

i
Eisuke Suzuki

The two different Japanese expressions used for “nation-states” have confused foci of inquiry
between internal political processes and international relations. Before 1945 the Japanese word
for the “nation” of the concept of “nation-state” was “minzoku” ( BJ ), but after Japan’s de-
feat it has become overwhelmingly common to use “kokumin” ( [£]J& ). The former refers to
a group of people of the same ethnicity, which is traditionally expressed by the word “nation”
and it became the basis of the early 19th century assumption that each distinct nation should
form its own state. The latter is meant to be “nationals or citizens of the state and traces its
meaning to the French Revolution that sovereignty belongs to the nation. It underscores demo-
cratic processes to integrate or unify residents within the territorial state into one group.

The focus on the internal aspects of who is sovereign overlooked the historical development
of the state from absolute kingdoms through the break-up of empires to the independence
of colonies and to the break-up of newly independent states. The history of the right of self-
determination attests that the “one nation, one state” formula is no longer valid and that a state
can be made of multiple ethnic groups in a democracy.

This essay suggests that we do away with the use of “kokumin kokka” ( [E EL[E] 5 [nation-state])
and use, instead, one word “kokka” ( [E|5 [state]) dropping the word “nation”.
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43 b ok b, KENZATIFIZ. “nations” 1& “Jicarilla Apache Nation,” “Cherokee Nation,” “Cheyenne Nation” % & @ X 9127 * U # F{ERZ /R

SRR 2 TSR AR R 2 ) £ %

4 IMNEZ, [Hh—2a v @ MPA—HARLBOROIFRME ] (R - WK - 22=3 7 1), Al - BUUES524%, 19964E, 10K,

45 K= - =R b, HilEEE26. 59E,
46 [l 64H,
47 [k, 67H,
48 [l k. 69,
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FNz " F T ERALEDOTY, ZOHLLH
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49 K= - nN—R b, HIEBTE26E,
50 PiFER. AIBMIES. 8E.
51 KB — T ekl 4ar 43R ke, 19924, 65H.

52 MM, BIEITESS, 43H. [[H 4 2 a v ]Ew) BEICIE, ZONHTRERSBUGZEBRT LI EVPEETHILALIND LD
BEEPHE V) PAMS, BIRT 230 BV LY+ =7 =27 4 Y [EAMRE Y 274 V—rd@ @ mEROBA 1789-1914)IHLizaR,

Hli RIS, 20134, 34H.
53 [k



88

Journal of Policy Studies No.47 (July 2014)

#Bol7 7 v AERNGTRRIN 28K E 05
e o EFHLTVwET S
Z N % “nation-state” EMAZDTY, 2F
D, [—2oORBEN—2OEREHET S L V)
EREETHD., SR MERL LD
WEITLZY Z0 L) Ha—ay BT 58
BHRBCEASHRORRE A 5WEIL, Z
DEBNOVEBERIROFRE T I ERREO M
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£F. [ R THEIORE, % 5o Rk O
AL, TEEREEERON AL L o T SNl 20D
L, WRKOBERIE, HEEE FERR Y LT
HEP ST 2O EFRLZIOTTT 22
THALCAN I [T RKFEE | & #3226 T [
RID ST EMEER I o 2 REREK 70T,
EHIC, MAERIUTOL ) ICEATLTwE T,
VEEEHR T ER, & T — v & v o Z2E R
RFEN I FEAHE R WO T, EN 5 OFE
DB ELZ I L. S22 b FENHEE L
T 2 kIR % T B L LM (R Bk B k) % 5
ZABEMPDEIIIEDL T o7, TOFERE HIHE

\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

%h%hz’rﬂii‘%l%‘ik ijﬂi?% &7z
Eolre BY 510 EMEROLFIE T LRI

WKAOFHERZAID T, ZOXHI N
S—u N FE oL LTH EHER
7 a =N VICEMER 2 EA RS FIZd VR
VOTH 5B,

INZEL—= VAN ER L, KERHH
TANY VIZEoTRDbNIzE VbR TWS
[RIEHRME IO OBMHA T, WRIZE 7
DIFLV—=viIZEkoTiE, BIMIEHSINL
P B DHVIIBRNNIHFEOEROERNIZT] &
EDOENTVERIETH > T, TORKEAENIZ
ERELZDOTH, BN OTH, I—uv
FIHEATHE A, HWKEZ R - FEEICE
ATVUEI D, BRED2720TTY v A vy
2o TR FEAAMBE O FOHZEv, R Rk
MeDXRHEPAIL, BH— KK O W ENZ 0§ 5 i
B L L CO[WE O %KDz —1 v 3
WCRESN/ZDTLZ, TAPTRIKHRME] L
75— RS T
determination” & FRHINTWFE L7 L—=
YAV B EEESH OO OB R
“nationality” (RfEM) 2L LCwE L7z,

55 R OK Mk 0 G T S LSRR - %%é‘htﬁ
S R TR, BIRR TN S LR B AR
[# ] (“United Nations”) & I ihl_l_/a\ﬁl@)‘
UN—ETHD I EVRRBIIBMT HEHKT
HotebFHOTTY FLRMIERLZL TV
TVWHIBEZBE SN -#H ez L L T50
&V ) SHEEH 5 72 “the right of

. “the right to national self-

2. “nations”

54 [ Lo

55 MeHFM, [Rfk - BEK - 2 2= 7 4 FaoBUREHE, [RIE - BR - 2 2=V 7 1], Gk

B - BUCHE 224, 19964F, 248H

56  Alfred Cobban, The Nation State and National Self-Determination (1969)

57  WIAATA. WiEE2, 338, BEHEESIIROFICL B
58 [k, 249250, BEEHOLEFIIFICFICL B,

59 V.IL Lenin, “The Right of Nations to Self-Determination, in National Liberation, Socialism and Imperialism 45 (1966);
vy Ra -4y T4 5 OFFEH . <http://aboutusa.japan.usembassy.gov/j/jusaj-majordocs-fourteenpoints.html>
60 PROTOCOL OF PROCEEDINGS OF CRIMEA CONFERENCE, section I, para. 2(a) & (b):

“2. The nations to be invited to this conference should be:

(a) the United Nations as they existed on 8 Feb., 1945; and (b) Such of the Associated Nations as have declared war on the common
enemy by 1 March, 1945. (For this purpose, by the term "Associated Nations" was meant the eight Associated Nations and Turkey.)
When the conference on world organization is held, the delegates of the United Kingdom and United State of America will support a
proposal to admit to original membership two Soviet Socialist Republics, ie., the Ukraine and White Russia.” <http://avalonlaw.yale.

edu/wwii/yalta.asp>.
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HW# D JER ] (the principle of uti possidetis)
v, 19864, EIERRIEBH Ol 7v % F -
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SNTVE LS, BETOHEMGEAE LT
HERTWEDOTT,"
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7ZDTY. TNTH, MUFEERT 7 ¥ ADHKR
WTHo7724 Yy FYFDXHIC, RAPLT = b
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REGIEH S LICL W A BORREE BN
FZAGHRIC 72O TL, 2, fliRM
FEEHE V) RREZRZFAEL COLo0M
VEEL 57212 MH T, SHRRIEOEZRL LD
BREOWEEOBGREZENICHOA Y 32 &
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T “national self-determination” & \» 9 SHEANH 2
FoZEML &I DO TOE—KKBEMSE DM
SNECE 2 SN z—DoDORKEN—ODEE %A S
LA TRRES | (“nation-state”) & W) SHEL
ZRIRVP—DOERZHIET 5 & v ) BIFEICHET
LC HABMER](“state”) L IFIEN S X 9 12
EboTT-720TT, COEGER T TOE
BBl BPHE N3 H 72T EMEEIS | & L TRES
NI E O S, B B[ B % R 54
BRRBEOHFEE V) MELZAEALL7ZOTY, Z
NS HPME | D 8= Be s & b % BERK o 480r [
RO RIS B U CHi 72 e ML & 7% B BB ©
FTo AV FDEHIITRLTH4 2 YT - 4LV F]
ELTA Y FHKBEEZLELZFEFEA XY X
3. A Y FEBEYA O &I RS TICIE
Bohal ), Zo4 Y FHMNHT I &L,
19474 D[ 4 ~ F D454 | (Partition of India) & I
ENBA AT LEEMDRFRY 05, RGTEE
DTFIZTHMSI LA HY T, TD/FRY
YHMBGITIES  FERATHRE ST 28 V12
ANTWE L7225 1971FICH S F R 8 ¥ H59i 72
NV T TFy a2 LTHHM L7200 TY,

61 Case Concerning the Frontier Dispute (Burkina Faso/Republic of Mali), Judgment of 22 Dec. 1986, LC.J. Reports 1986, at 554: “In this
connection it should be noted that the principle of uti possidetis seems to have been first invoked and applied in Spanish America,
inasmuch as this was the continent which first witnessed the phenomenon of decolonization involving the formation of a number of
sovereign States on territory formerly belonging to a single metropolitan State. Nevertheless the principle is not a special rule which
pertains solely to one specific systeni of international law. It is a general principle, which is logically connected with the phenomenon of
the obtaining of independence, wherever it occurs. Its obvious purpose is to prevent the independence and stability of new States being
endangered by fratricidal struggles provoked by the challenging of frontiers following the withdrawal of the administering power.” Id.

at 565.
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el 2 B LR D3R Uy L 7z [ % el S
RILITFERDOTL &9 D [HREMAKL. BU:
ELWiIE LT, ZhZRRERRE LTo
FEHEE MY EFRLZZIHL—T 25 7 HITOMK
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b T HAZIC2008FE2HICEFT NN TV
RLFE 0T, aVvREEREMEEVE T
AEOHMRB TR o720TT, L2l Bib
1 HAL & — 8 O SRR A& el & 3 B BRI AL AT —
HIRETHDL LI F ¥ aF ) XALEBREHIC
o THHE - ML TITo 72D TY, THEFLT
I —F T REOTREBIZH D F Ny M
ST S % F Ry 2 OILIcH 5 HidE 4
TN EORBESBIHME]ZERLTWEDOT
T

E5H1C, REFFFIHED S BRON B PME
F—EROELOEFEZR LIZ, ZOBHFOZEEIC
BHEHAINDLOTY, REDF2=I7, JE
Y, VT MelodeT 7 ) AEER RO )
TIREE b RFMOBZEZ 7, HFEAMEE
B2 E3HIC. [AROEE . WEOMD %
EREE ORI RO, ZoBERIE. €

62 MEOER»S ZOHELO—WA0MT 22 LX) HLMzEE %2> T, Eisuke Suzuki, “Self-eterminationin
International Law,” 89 Yale Law Journal 1247 (No.6, May 1980) ; Eisuke Suzuki, “Self-Determination and World Public Order:
Community Response to Territorial Separation,” 16 Virginia Journal of Internationagl Law 779 (1975-1976)Z: 14,

63  Cobban, supra note 56, at 42-43: "the history of self-determination is a history of the making of nations and the reaking of states.”

64 I, TTHEIMIIESS. 106-108H
65  BAFEHI AR & FR—2 2 Buh#6E & o B CF) VE B,

20114F, 222, 225H. MEHOHERIIROTFIZL 2,

66 SNIAL T —Y U [HEI -y ROERKE ST aF ) XA AEN - HEHERER, = VIR 20044, 92-105 B,
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CO—HO[ FHEERIEALER L ZOMFOE
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A EBE Y AT A b IEEEEZEDR, PR E
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SlCd. T TAROHMEL VBN HE - T
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TRy IMEEZTHATILE) A X RRDE
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K. TG UVABETH oI Ry 21375 v AR
HERPE L, 77 Y ABEBPAHETHY, 77
A REMAEE S T WD &) KRR 73 2 HE
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By 7 O5HE - B OB FAET 5D T
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NV 2, ZO0LEERBMLTWE T, 1970
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TOHRMEOFEE L ) B LERR&H O
BT OB DY T3,
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ENBERETHDHEVHIWIICHETN219
il g —a v B 2 RIEER OB %
B FHNE S HTRRMPDH Y. bz
BOIIHEDHIBLEINTVD, FEBFITKE

67 ~—7V, HifEAE22, 418H,
68 [l ko

69 <http://www.ebrd.com/pages/research/publications/institutional/basicdocs.shtml> See also W.Michael Reisman & Eisuke Suzuki,
“Recognition and Social Change in International Law: A Prologue to Decisionmaking” in W, Michael Reisman & Burns H.-Weston (eds),
Toward World Order and Human Dignity 403, 442-444 (New York: The Free Press,1976).

70 K= - =R b, HIEHIE26, 69EH,

71 [HEBEA T - 72 ERE O KR K O oW CoEE SO NI $ % E S ] (“Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations”), U.N. Doc.

A/RES/25/2625, 24 Oct. 1970.

72 <http://wwwl.umn.edu/humanrts/japanese/Jprinciples1970.html>
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74

75

“The assumption by some people that states should be formed on the basis of the distinctness of each nation, the principle which led to
the formation of nation-states in Europe in the nineteenth century, is today flawed and can be dangerous. The reality is the existence
of overlapping ethnicities and multiple identities. Indeed there are very few true nation-states. At the same time, the concept of the
nation is also a reality, and one with a tremendous force. Whereas states are created, fall apart or disappear, nations tend to survive.
This is not to say that some nations have not been eradicated. A number of first nations of the Americas, for example, no longer exist
as a result of genocide. The point is that whereas states are but artificial and pragmatic constructs for effective exercise of jurisdiction,
and whereas many of them have been imposed by outside colonial powers without any regard to the geographic, ethnic or historical
realities, nations are an ancient and deeply felt reality which binds people from generation to generation and survives changes in
boundaries and rulers. Many nations have survived concerted efforts to eliminate their distinct existence. Thus, for example, after
centuries of systematic efforts by the French state authorities to absorb all national groups and eradicate their distinctive identities in
order to create a French national identity, the Breton, Corsican, Alsacian and Basque nations continue to exist.”

The Implementation of the Right to Self-Determination as a Contribution to Conflict Prevention; Report of the International Conference
of Experts held in Barcelona from 21 to 27 November1998, organized by the UNESCO Division of Human Rights Democracy and Peace
and the UNESCO Centre of Catalonia; available at

<http://www.unpo.org/downloads/ THE%20IMPLEMENT A TION%200F %20 THE%20RIGHT %20T0%20SELF .pdf>
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