\ F3C (Article)

WRZERR O RN EREHE] (B4 28Rz 82 T—
H K2 2 PRI AR O R~

Beyond the Cabinet Legislation Office’s
Interpretation of the Right of Collective
Self-Defense: The Need for Review of the U.S.-
Japan Security Arrangements

ol NI
Eisuke Suzuki

Japan’s security policy has largely been shaped by the United States under the US-Japan Se-
curity Treaty and the legal opinions of the Cabinet Legislation Bureau (CLB) of the Japanese
government. The United States considers that one of the key obstructions to the increasingly
expanded role of the armed forces of Japan is the constitutional interpretation given by the
CLB of the right of collective self-defense. The CLB says Japan has the right of collective self-
defense, but Japan is not allowed to exercise it because Article 9 of the Constitution prohibits
the use of force beyond individual self-defense. Consequently, the CLB denies Japan’s “self-
identification” with other nations’ efforts in international security arrangements by not allow-
ing its participation in U.N. peace-keeping operations which might involve the use of force.
This article suggests that the CLB’s understanding of the self-system is false and is based on
the archaic and rigid notion of self as a single individual or nation, which denies the broaden-
ing of self-identification from an individual through a group of people and a local community
to the world community and beyond. The article underscores the critical importance of secur-
ing the foundation of an independent self, so that it would not be readily absorbed into a stron-
ger, larger other entity.

The U.S.-Japan Alliance has been likened as the knight and the horse. The United States, the
knight, is demanding Japan, the horse, perform what the knight directs. The U.S.-Japan Al-
liance is the core of Japan's security policy, but we should all be mindful that a knight can
change his horse and a horse can throw the rider. To develop a mutually respectful alliance, the
article suggests a thorough review of the U.S.-Japan Agreement on the Status of U.S. Armed
Forces in Japan and the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, which form the core of the U.S.-Japan Al-
liance.
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