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Sino-U.S. Relations
in the Era of Obama and Xi Jinping :
China’s Response to the Rise and Fall of the U.S.
“Pivot to Asia”

B — R

Ichiro Inoue

President Obama took office in January 2009. He is a rare president, who did not raise China
as an issue during his presidential campaign. However, in the latter half of his first term,
President Obama’s administration announced a “Pivot to Asia” or “Strategic Rebalancing.”
By stressing America’s returning focus on Asia, the U.S. intended to defend its eroding
influence in the Asia—Pacific region. In his second term, however, the Obama admin-
istration has been facing continuing diplomatic challenges from the rest of the region.
Domestic political turmoil has also required the Obama administration to focus inward
and be less concerned about foreign affairs. This article tries to understand Sino-U.S.
relations in the era of Obama and Xi Jinping. By focusing on China’s response to the
rise and fall of America’s “Pivot to Asia,” this paper especially tries to clarify China’s
strategy toward the Asia—Pacific in terms of U.S. dominance, and the rise of China in
this region.
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