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Reconstruction of the Concept of Public Sphere
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Yasuo Kamata

This paper intends to elucidate the emergence and transformation of the idea of public sphere
in the West, and thus to shed light on the characters and the role of the public sphere in the Eu-
ropean Middle Ages, and also to present a new concept of the public sphere for the current dis-
cussion of this topic. It is divided into the following sections: 1 The public and private spheres:
their emergence in Ancient Greece; 2 The public and private sphere in modern democracy;
3 Public sphere in the European Middle Ages (1) - the Representative Publicness; 4 Public
sphere in the European Middle Ages (2) - the Religious Publicness and the reconstruction of
the concept of public sphere. In conclusion it should be pointed out that the school motto of
Kwansei Gakuin "Mastery for Service" is an excellent expression of the idea of the public
sphere, as above described, which is more and more forgotten and at the same time hoped for

in modern times.
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