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Religious Representation and Community Identity
in the City: Records and Analysis of Street Images
in Istanbul, Turkey

ISR I
Hayato Yamanaka and Kiyoko Ito

This research was conducted as a part of the 2012-2014 research project, “A Comparative Im-
age Analysis of Visualized Religious and Ethnic Culture: Istanbul and Ikuno (Osaka)”. Three
streets (Carsamba, Ihlamurdere Cd, and Barbaros Blv) in Istanbul were selected for a compara-
tive study of how religious symbols relating to Islam appear in the street environment.

The investigative methodology involved first selecting one segment of the street as a sample,
and then walking along that segment while seamlessly recording the landscape in a video us-
ing a wide-angle lens. Next, clothing worn by all people appearing in the video was carefully
observed and categorized into types of attire representative of Islam. The number and ratio of
each type was then calculated.

Results showed that, in Carsamba, 81.9% of women and 12.3% of men wore attire representa-
tive of Islam. In contrast, only a few women (11.2% in Thlamurdere Cd and 5.4% in Barbaros
Blv) and no men in the other two areas were found wearing such attire.

In Istanbul, the degree to which Islamic representations appear in the streets varies according
to community as well as the gender of the wearer; such representations tended to appear more
commonly in the community of Carsamba and among the female gender.
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