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Studies of the fundamental structure in Ferdinand Tonnies’
Sociology from Posthumous manuscripts “Die Tatsache
des Wollens”: the comparison of theory of Natural Will to
Rational Will from the viewpoint of Memory

v % H= I
Masanori Nishizawa

Based on the Tonnies’ posthumous manuscripts “Die Tatsache des Wollens” (The fact of
Will, 1899) and “Community and Society”’(1881/1887), this study focuses on the compari-
son between “Natural Will” and “Rational Will” in terms of theory of “Memory”. In “Die
Tatsache des Wollens”, Tonnies remarks that “Memory” conditions the past experiences
through custom. It means that “Memory” is considered as the form of “Natural Will”. In the
tradition of Tonnies’ studies, however, “Memory” has been so far understood as a kind of
storage, that guides or helps “Rational Will” drive. Therefore it has been concluded so far
that “Memory” is a kind of a driving power and its storage in relation to, or in terms of “Will”,
so that “Memory” has been evaluated in a sphere of “Rational Will”, the component of the
cause of aciton. “Memory” is a kind of a driving power and its storage in relation to without
any fundamental distinction of “Natural Will” or “Rational Will”.

The Careful refering to “Reality” in his terminolgy, however, shows that “Memory” repre-
sents “Reality” itself, that could bring as ideal an separated to the common sense, and so that
it lets a human beings as a mortal in an intergenerational joint feel, find, and live. From T6
nnies’ viewpoint of “Memory” as “Reality” could we find a reference point, which serves the
idea of mediation among discords happening as a culturally or historically. Thus in the same
context, Tonnies’ theory could also serve the alternative idea for publicness.
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Key Words : Wesenwille (Organisches Wollen/ Natural Will), Kiirwille (Rationales Wollen/
Rational Will), Verstindnis (Understanding), Gedichtnis (Memory), Zeichen
(Symbol), Kausalitit (Causality)
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