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The Church Union in South India:
A Missiological Overview

g

Yoshifumi Murase

This article examines the missiological aspect of the development of the church union in South
India which led to the formation of the Church of South India (CSI) in 1947. Describing the his-
torical development with special reference to the three schemes, the author argues that the church
union in South India was one of the most controversial missionary ventures which called the
parent churches to consider the nature and the mission of the church. In this unprecedented ven-
ture that the episcopal and the non-episcopal churches negotiated to unite, one can observe that
the churches involved struggled to become authentically a part of one universal church of Christ
and so to be the Christ-confessing church in the Indian soil although they had no longer to be the
“daughter churches” of the West. It was a significant contribution from Asia to the formation of
the world ecumenism that this movement towards union, as a visible and working reality, showed
the inseparable and dynamic relationship between “Unity of the Church” and “Mission” in the
early stage of the modern ecumenical movement.
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