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The Construction of Regional Images

in Prewar Japan
— A Case Study on The Sokoku -Hyuga Sangyo Exposition, 1933 —

BaNlal®

Tsukasa Hasegawa

From the nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries, expositions were important events for nations
and regions. Municipalities demonstrated their regional identity in local expositions. This paper
examines one of such exhibitions, called Sokoku-Hyuga Sangyo Exposition held in Miyazaki
City in 1933, and analyses how it contributed to the construction of its regional images.

Sokoku-Hyuga Sangyo exposition, the first exposition ever held in Miyazaki, presented three im-
ages to define the nature of the city: “Boom town”, “Sokoku-Hyuga” and “Tropical paradise”.
By investigating each image in details, I conclude that each of them, distinguished from each

other, was elaborately proposed in proper ways.
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