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Legal Issues Relating to Environmental Impact Assessment System (2)
~ With Reference to Public Participation ~
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Takamichi Sekine

Following the first article that dealt with the significance, purpose and idea of
environmental impact assessment, this second article argues some legal issues mainly
on public participation relating to the environmental impact assessment under the Law
of Environmental Impact Assessment. Generally, public participation under the Law is
controled by formalism and restrictive in comparison with U.S. system. Public participation
is indispensable part of effective environmental impact assessment. Therefore this article
intends to improve public participation system for environmentally better decision making.
Also it is intended that this article in some way contribute to amending the Law after its 10
years’ full-fledged enforcement for the better system.
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