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Kumagusu Minakata’s Thought and
Environmental Protection

I B
Iku Hori

Kumagusu MINAKATA (1867-1941) was one of the most interesting thinkers in his era,
though his thoughts are not easy to understand. He worked in several scientific fields (includ-
ing microbiology, botany, folklore, religion, ect.), wrote many articles for foreign magazines
and had a lot of debates with scientists all over the world. But he disassociated from academic
life in Tokyo. He considered himself to be a so-called “literate”. By reforming and reor-
ganizing Shinto during the modernization of Japan, the Meiji-government tried to establish
Shinto as state religion. Due to that effort many Shinto shrines and the forests around them
were destroyed and Minakata began to criticize the enshrining together of Shinto shrines. He
pointed out that Japanese view on nature is closely related to the forests in Japan. Minakata’s
criticism is based on three aspects. He considered the enshrining together and the destruction
of nature that goes with it to be dangerous not only for the environment, but also for social and
individual human existence. Already in early 20th century he related the problem in nature to
subjectivity. This article tries to interpret Minakata’s environmental thoughts in a philosophi-

cal way.
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