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Extension of Protected Areas for Conservation in Southwest
Madagascar: Problems and Prospects

7 HER
Yuji Ataka

This paper overviews and examines the extension of protected areas in southwest Madagascar. The
study area had long been protected as “réserve naturelle intégrale” since the fauna and flora within
the area were considered exceptional. According to the policy changes, the area turned into “parc
national” in 2002 and the restriction for visitors was alleviated. In addition, the extension plan of
the national park was set into action for conserving the biodiversity in the surrounding area. The
plan places importance on consultation with local people and takes cautious steps, explaining
the point of the project and providing benefits by way of compensation. Although the project is
expected to achieve the objective during the first stage, some fundamental matters may remain to be
solved. The author suggests that the practical community-based conservation should take account not
only of the compensatory measures to the local people but of a framework that cares people’s

subsistence and tradition.
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