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Legal Issues Relating to Environmental Impact Assessment
with Reference to Its Significance, Purpose and Idea

B #R 2 &
Takamichi Sekine

The Law of Environmental Impact Assessment was enacted in 1997. It was in 1999 that
the Law become entirely applicable to the projects enumerated thereunder. Section 7 of
the Law’s implementing rule provides in essence that after the elapse of 10 years from
when the Law had become applicable the Government shall examine how the Law has
been implemented so far and take necessary measures according to the consequences.
Therefore the year of 2009 is the time for the Government to conduct such reflection. Has
the Law successfully protected the precious environment as originally expected? Has the
Law faithfully been enforced by the governments concerned and observed by the project
proponents? Is the Law effective on earth? This article argues the legal issues relating to the
environmental impact assessment under the Law in order to detect the fundamental defects
deeply rooted in the Law. This article deals with the significance, purpose, and idea of such
an environmental impact assessment system as it should be. It is intended that this article in
some way contribute to the 10 years’ Law review above mentioned for a better system.
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Key Words : Enviornmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Law of Environmental Impact
Assessment, Project Assessment, Strategic Assessment, NEPA (National
Environmental Policy Act), CEQ Regulations, Mitigation Measures
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