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Formulation of Local Forest Plan
and Legal Issues Related

—Yanbaru Destruction and Agendas
with Reference to the Case Study
of Okinawa Northern District Forest Plan—

B AR =

Takamichi Sekine

Generally speaking, forest road projects are conducted under a local forest plan. This article
examines the process of its formulation as well as the content itself with special reference to the
Okinawa Northern District Local Forest Plan in which the total project amount of forest road
projects in Yanbaru areas during the ten years beginning 2004 is decided. First, this article intro-
duces the real status of forests and forestry in Okinawa with emphasis on Yanbaru areas celebrat-
ed with its peculiar bio-diversity. This works are significant in order to demonstrate the necessity
and effectiveness of forest road projects in Yanbaru areas. Then this article moves to analyze the
rationality of establishing the forest roads reaching as far as 61.0 km and of improving the spe-
cific sites of forest roads amounting to as many as 255 places, which are specified in the Okinawa
Northern District Local Forest Plan. Are these projects are persuasively evaluated in light of
necessity and effectiveness? What if these projects are completed as originally planed? While
Yanbaru is admired world-wide for its academic values as a Galapagos island in the Orient, can
it still survive such as one of candidate areas for the world natural heritage site? Is it true that an

* environmental impact assessment has never conducted despite the applicability of the Okinawa
Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance? Finally, as a conclusion, this article proposes to
suspend the above Plan because it only results in destroying precious natural areas with eventu-
ally no merits even for the local communities.
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56 698,367 17 11,865 3 1,667 1 960
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BEfI47 355 36542 261 9,547 0 0 0 0 33 1,021 13 2203 662 49313
48 289 42392 285 8477 0 0 0 31 1628 22 4781 627 57278
49 134 26719 379 19666 O 0 0 0 37 2220 16 4705 566 53310
50 157 38590 242 15052 0 0 0 0 1056 7006 18 5611 522 66259
51 224 58892 231 17435 0 0 0 0 97 7211 20 6834 572 90372
52 164 49667 243 19627 0 0 0 0 214 17614 19 7227 640 94,135
53 167 60172 275 24878 0 0 0 0 518 50503 20 8030 980 143583
54 167 87145 465 52392 0 0 0 0 705 90923 13 7281 1,350 237,741
55 137 83220 694 90788 0 0 0 0 462 62649 0 0 1,293 236,657
56 172 93128 599 80361 0 0 0 0 381 54275 0 0 1152 227,764
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61 92 68140 873 125987 2 2,518 0 0 405 57989 0 0 1,372 254,634
62 95 72644 899 136663 12 1160 0 0 454 65473 0 0 1,460 275940
63 101 77752 889 132024 19 11687 2 192 493 7098 0 0 1,504 292,641
FHC 84 63253 941 140062 39 32228 17 2146 549 79852 0 0 1631 317541
2 57 42409 842 129353 79 52332 59 8142 635 95489 O 0 1,672 327,725
3 35 30869 734 118297 104 70001 122 18050 600 96519 0 1595 333736
4 21 21478 685 118139 93 66499 243 37737 618 105720 2 0 1,662 364,641
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14 22 58052 282 75179 22 12705 549 113066 119 43,367 39 39,856 1,033 342,225

&5 3164 1700715 16342 2646688 879 713126 6746 1602654 10764 1865844 592 559207 38601 9,103,322
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