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Problems and Prospects of
Inland Water Fishing in Malawi:
A Case of the Lower-Shire River

G — 18

Imai Ichiro

This article describes and analyses the actual conditions on inland water fishing in the Lower-
Shire River, Malawi. It is based on the data which was collected in the field research and refer-
ences. It also reveals the several issues which are interfering with the realization of sustain-
able fishing in the Lower-Shire region. The article views the history of fishing in the Lower-
Shire region at first. It describes fishing activity, methods of fishing and the fish species. The
author examines several matters which have been happened in the region with reference to the
annual report of the Bangula Fishery, Nsanje District. The author argues that the fishermen of
the Lower-Shire are apt to catch fish as much in order to sell at fish markets in larger cities, while
the region has been regarded as a minor fisheries in Malawi, so that any system for proper use of
fish resources has not yet been set up in the present condition. The author suggests that the civil
service regulates fishing for conservation of fish resources on one hand, it presses the fishermen
to increase fish catch by larger-scale and to develop efficient fishing on the other hand.
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i O LUNIITREAZ TRV A BRE

Interviewee’s Name, Date, Village, District, Name of Market/fishing ground

1.

(1) Name of informant, ethnic group, sex.
(i) What is your local language (spoken)?
Are you a fisherman or a fish trader?

(1) Where do you go to fish?

(i) How do you go about the process of fishing? (i.e. Do you camp, go daily, weekly etc.?)

(ii1) When do you exactly go fishing (season/period)?

(1) What methods do you use to catch fish?

(i) How do you get raw materials for fishing gears?

(iii) What kind of fish do you catch? (scaled or non-scaled)

(iv) Where do you take your fish to after catch? (disposal/processing)

(v) What kind of fish do you like most?

(vi) Why do you like this type of fish?

Do you preserve your fish after catching? (a) yes (b) no

If yes, how do you preserve them (list all methods)

To fish trader:

(1) Where do you come from?

(i1) Where do you buy fish for sale? (specify)

How do you buy fish /what exchange mechanism do you use? (cash/barter)
In what units are fish purchased and how much do you pay per unit?
Overall, what are the expenses incurred in the fish trading business, including
transportation and processing costs? (list all associated expenses)

How much do you get at the end of the day from sales of such unit?
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