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Oku-Yona Forest Road and Legal Issues Related

BIAR 38

Takamichi Sekine

Okinawa Y anbaru is celebrated with its peculiar bio-diversity. Yanbaru is admired for its academic
value as a Galapagos island in the Orient. Yanbaru’s bio-diversity has been destroyed due to
public works conducted under the national policy for Okinawa’s development. Oku-Yona forest
road which runs through Yanbaru’s core areas of sacred place has caused tremendous
environmental issues detrimental to its bio-diversity. What is wrong with this forest road ? Is
this forest road indispensable despite its adverse effect on Yanbaru’s environment ? Is this
contributory to Yanbaru’ forest industry given the past, present and future conditions of the
industry ? Is there any rationale for constructing such a large- scaled forest road in Yanbaru ? Is
there any alternative to save Yanbaru’s virginal nature ? This article examines legal issues
related to Oku-Yona forest road construction with emphasis on the analysis of public works’
mechanism. Finally this article proposes a standard for judicial review for the forest road plan.
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