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Xiao E Wei
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Abstract:

Machiya refers to private houses which have a long history in Japan. From the perspective of
architecture, Machiya has a feature that each building was made from rustic materials, and from the
standpoint of residential building, it possesses value as transmitting ‘the wisdom of living’ to the
next generation. Because of the air raids in the past war, Machiya buildings were burned down in
many parts of Japan. Moreover, in the postwar period, larger sites were needed for the construction
and expansion of the new roads, and also for the construction of giant buildings or
earthquake-resisting/fire-retardant buildings. These movements have lead to the continuous
reductions of Machiya buildings even after the war. On the other hand, many traditional Machiya
buildings remain in Kyoto and Nara, which make up the landscape of the historic town. Historical
townscapes with existing Machiya constructions have been so far in various studies. Furthermore,
the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties enforced in 1950 marked the importance of the
protection of the traditional architectures, and nationwide activities were further advanced to
protect the traditional townscapes. Recently, the protection of traditional townscapes has been seen
as an issue of the entire town. In these movements, the trends of Machiya protection have been
shown a new development. This study is a case study which examines the Machiya buildings in two
places in Japan, Imai-chou of Nara and Kyoto-city. In this paper, | will clarify the properties of
Machiya, identify problems and issues of the public policies and activities by the administrations,
researchers, and citizens, and finally show a direction of the future utilization of Machiya.

Key words and phrases: Machiya, Space, Space of Utilization, Important Cultural Properties, Conservation of

Historic Townscape
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