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On forcibly demands a meeting with or intimidates person
in Intimidation of Witnesses
(Article 105-2 Penal Code of Japan)

Yuto NAKAMURA

This article examines acts of intimidation of witnesses in Japanese Penal
Code. The offence prohibits the acts of forcibly demands without just cause
a meeting with, or uses intimidation against witnesses, as a punishable of-
fence. While those acts are typically committed directly and face-to-face
against a witnesses, the text does not exclude cases where they are com-
mitted by indirect means. With the development of technology, it can be
assumed that even indirect methods can have the same degree of impact
on witnesses as direct methods. However, there is a wide variety of indirect
methods, some of which involve real-time visual or audio transmission,
while others, such as letters, are only transmitted to the other party in writ-
ing. This article, with reference to court cases, shows that certain restric-
tions apply to indirect methods. In particular, we would argue that letters
are typologically less influential on the other party and that most of them
should not be subject to the crime of intimidation of witnesses etc.
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