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Hungarian Foreign Policy and Finland’s and
Sweden’s NATO Membership

Akira OGINO

The aim of this paper is to examine the characteristics of Hungarian for-
eign policy under the Orban government. Especially the author focuses on
how Hungary coped with problems of Finnish and Swedish accession to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Finland and Sweden ex-
pressed their will to join NATO, when the Russian-Ukraine War broke out
in February 2022. Two states maintained non-aligned policy. Most of
NATO member states supported the enlargement northward. However,
Turkey was opposed to Finland’s and Sweden’s membership, because they
accepted refugees of the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) in their territory.
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish President, regards PKK as terrorist
group. In addition to Turkey, Hungary also delayed ratifying the NATO
membership of two Scandinavian states with the intention of releasing the
frozen Reconstruction Fund from COVID-19 within the European Union.
When the European Parliament made a political issue of ‘rule of law’in Hun-
gary, Finland and Sweden approved of freezing fund to Hungary. At the
same time, Viktor Orban, the Hungarian Prime Minister, regards Turkey
as strategic partner of Hungary’s East-Opening Policy (keleti-nyitas poli-
tikdja). As a result, the Hungarian government kept step with Turkey and
didn’t start to discuss Sweden’s NATO membership in the National Assem-
bly after Finland joined in April 2023.
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