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Fallacy of Conceptualization
in the History of Political Thought

Tsuyoshi KAMIMURA

This paper treats a methodology of the history of political thought focus-
ing on the relationship between words and concepts. Concepts are always
represented only by words, which makes it difficult for historians of politi-
cal thought to distinguish between what past political thinkers had in mind
and what words they used meant for themselves. To get over this difficulty,
this paper tries to introduce two sets of dichotomies. The first is between
used words and used concepts and the second is analytical words and ana-
Iytical concepts. This distinction contributes to clarifying a fallacy of con-
ceptualization, which historians unconsciously made by introducing analyti-
cal concepts to historical words the past thinkers used. Many words of
-isms such as republicanism, liberalism, and conservatism exemplify such
analytical words and concepts. Therefore, this paper concludes that we
need to avoid the abuse of -isms to overcome the difficulty of an anachro-
nism that misconceptualization would cause.
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