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Yanaihara Tadao’s Letters to Tachibana Hajime:

Correspondence between a Non-church Evangelist and a Local Congregation

Tatsuya AKAE
Yusuke TWANO
Yasuhiro KUROIWA

ABSTRACT

This study presents 24 letters exchanged between Yanaihara Tadao (1893-1961), a
non-church (Mukyokai) evangelist active in 20th century Tokyo, Japan, and Tachibana
Hajime (1902-1973), a non-church Christian in Ehime Prefecture, along with related
historical documents. These letters illuminate three significant aspects in the history of
non-church Christianity, beginning with Uchimura Kanzo (1861-1930).

First, the correspondence sheds light on the role of letters in the history of the non
-church movement. Evangelists presided over Bible meetings, published magazines,
and exchanged letters with readers in remote areas. Yanaihara’s letters exemplify a re-
mote teacher-disciple relationship.

Second, the letters provide a glimpse into the activities of local non-church Chris-
tians. Tachibana served as an intermediary by jointly procuring and disseminating non-
church magazines and related books. He also planned and organized the evangelists’
lecture tours in his area of residence. Additionally, Tachibana devoted himself to faith-
support initiatives for the leprosy sanatorium on Oshima Island in Takamatsu, Kagawa
Prefecture.

Third, the correspondence provides background on the congregation’s involvement
in the Yanaihara Incident (1937) and Tachibana’s noteworthy role in safeguarding
Yanaihara during this incident. These letters serve as a historical record, showcasing
the sustained activities of Christian intellectuals who spoke out during the war and the
congregations that supported them.

Key Words: non-church Christianity, remote teacher-disciple relationship, leprosy
sanatorium, Yanaihara Incident



