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[ Abstract)
Plague of 17th Century England and the Church: A Study of the Case of Eyam Village.
YASUDA Noriko

There has been very little scholarly research within English religious history into the
Church’s response to plague in the 17th century. This essay examines the Church’s response
to plague in Eyam Village, especially as juxtaposed with the civil authorities’ policies out
of London. Between 1665 and 1666, a great plague spread throughout London, killing
approximately one hundred thousand people (20% of the total population). During this time
seventy-six families in Eyam Village were afflicted with plague and two hundred and fifty-
nine people lost their lives. This period was punctuated by a schism in the English Church, and
though the presiding pastor of Eyam Village Pastor Mompesson and his Puritan predecessor
Rector Stanley held opposing views regarding church doctrine and liturgy, the two clerics
worked closely together to mitigate the plague and its effects. As an example, they successfully
persuaded the villagers to not pass beyond a cordon sanitaire in an effort to prevent spreading
the plague to neighboring villages. During this period, they closed the church, discouraged
assemblies within the valley, and conducted weekly religious services. This self-imposed
isolation was a success, and not a single person outside the village died from plague. This
information regarding plague-riddled Eyam village was gleaned by examining primary sources
such as Pastor Mompesson’s personal letters. By juxtaposing the two cases of Eyam Village
and London, and how the plague was handled in either locale, significant similarities and
differences emerged. In particular, the religious role of the Church and its social functions
within Eyam Village became clear. Investigating clerical understandings of religious faith
as part of the Church’s response to historically recurring pandemics has academic and social

significance, particularly in light of the recent global pandemic.



