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[ Abstract]
The usage and meaning of ¢pcovn in De Vita Moysis by Gregory of Nyssa
DOI Kenji

In this treatise I examined all passages in which Gregory of Nyssa uses the concept of dcovr
(voice, sound) and determined the meaning of it in his writing of De Vita Moysis.

I have retrieved the concept from the TLG database. The result is that Gregory of Nyssa
uses it 52 times in De Vita Moysis. | tabularised these usages and investigated their meanings.
The conclusions of the investigation are as follow:

(1) All usages of the ¢covn except in I,1 are biblical.

(2) The ¢oovn used in Exod. 19:16-19 originally means the sound of thunder or trumpet in

the biblical texts but is interpreted as the voice from God by Gregory. In De Vita Moysis
Gregory uses the concept to signify the expression of something personal, not the sound
of the inorganic matter.

(3) The ¢eovn used for the interpretation of Exod.33:23 is original, because he added the
concept to that clause. In the original text of Exod. 33:23 we cannot find any expression
of dcovn. In 11, 250, for example, Gregory said that Moysis, who is placed in the rock by
God, expected to be called by God (Jesus Christ).

(4) In 11, 219-255 of De Vita Moysis Gregory discusses the so-called epectasis (i.e., the
everlasting progress to God), interpretating the Exod. 33:18-23. Through this study, we
may discover the important role of voice of God (probably the biblical texts read in the
liturgy or sermons spoken by the priest) in the epectasis. God calls the people, and they

may make progress towards God.



