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[ Abstract]
Who is referred to by 6 kbptog in Mark 11:3 ?
KIHARA Keiji

The purpose of this paper is to examine who is the object referred to by 6 kVptog in Mark
11:3.

This question has been debated: some interpretations of 6 K0ptlog as a divine being
include "the Lord Jesus" and "God." On the other hand, there are those who do not consider
0 KOplog to be a divine being, but rather "the owner of the donkey" or "the master of the
disciples." In the following ways, this paper tries to solve the problem.

First, we looked at how k0plog was used as a tendency in Mark. The results show that
there is no direct phrase in Mark that describes Jesus as Lord. However, Mark 7:28 is the only
exception, so we examined whether the Gentile woman's address to Jesus was "Lord" or "Sir."
Matthew 15:22, the parallel article to Mark 7:28, is edited to recognize Jesus as the Son of
David. Therefore, Mark cannot be read the same way as Matthew.

Second, in order to clarify the object to which 6 kVpiog refers, we have examined Mark
11:3. Matthew 21:3 and Luke 19:31, which are parallel articles to Mark 11:3, are edited to
make it clear that Jesus is divine being. In Mark, however, Jesus instructs the donkey he has
borrowed to promise to return it immediately. Thus, Mark's story cannot be read as a story of
the exercise of divine authority to obtain a donkey. In the same way, it is not appropriate to
interpret 0 kOp10¢ as meaning "the owner of the donkey," since he is not required to return the
donkey.

We can conclude that 6 kOptog is "the Master of the disciples." According to this
interpretation, there is nothing strange about the disciples' promise to return the donkey. It
would also be consistent with Mark's general tendency to keep the divine status of Jesus

ambiguous.



