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Abstract:

A change in attitude toward languages has been happening around the globe. The UN has re-
cently designated 2022-2023 as the International Decade of Indigenous Languages (IDIL2022-
2023). The American Association for Applied Linguistics, one of the largest organizations of
language specialists, has endorsed this movement by issuing a statement supporting this resolu-
tion by the UN. Language is no longer seen as just a tool for communication. It represents our
identity, and our right to freely use it should be respected and upheld as linguistic human rights.
In response to this recent trend, this study critically examined high school English textbooks
which are widely circulated in Japan. The results revealed that the seven textbooks examined,
while meeting many of the criteria, still leave room for improvement in representing areas such
as language and character diversity, diversity of English varieties, partial competence (in line
with depictions of plurilingualism advocated by European language education policies), and the
way the inner circle English (Kachru, 2004) and its culture are portrayed. Proposals for future

English teaching materials are also discussed.
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PN BV CTIIAERRAELZ BT AR TD [
IR | ZJRE 4 5 Z & 1L x) B A (Harmer,
2007) EFRAD BB H L E, HFIC
IBE A RIEFEOBEAMEAE L, LT L BEEEE
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BEREAG & 725047 - BFAfiTE B Qo 5FAfifks R 13
RO 5% I2H 2. THEFe8HEOF T3
e &F o7, BEEEAMCERLAE LT
. EFEOHICHAFED L /< M REMMLD
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