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Attitudes and Awareness of Post-Disaster
Generations Toward Passing on the Memories

of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake:

Characteristic Attributes of Survey Respondents and Changes in Their Attitudes
and Awareness Caused by the Covid-19 Pandemic (2020 Survey Analysis)

Wi AN - B - BE R R MR- & T

Hayato Yamanaka, Kiyomine Terumoto, Mutsumi Tsuda, Masami Nara, Chiaki Kim

January 17, 2025, will mark 30 years since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Today, the areas affected by the
earthquake are home to a growing number of new generations born after the disaster. In order to determine what
attitudes and awareness these post-disaster generations have about passing on the memories of the earthquake,
awareness surveys were conducted in 2019 and 2020. This paper is the outcome of a more detailed analysis of the
data from the 2020 survey. The survey was carried out over a one-month period from June to July 2020, and tar-
geted undergraduate students studying at universities located in the disaster-affected areas. There were 749 valid
responses. Given that the survey was implemented in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, questions were added
related to attitudes and awareness of the pandemic in order to secure information on how the pandemic affected
attitudes and awareness concerning the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. This paper analyzes how the attri-
butes of the respondents affected their attitudes and awareness toward passing on the memories of the Great East
Japan Earthquake to future generations, and how those attitudes and awareness may have changed as a result of
the pandemic. The main findings were that women were less hesitant than men to recall the painful memories of
the earthquake and were more willing to preserve disaster ruins. Women were also more likely than men to be
leery of Covid-19, and more accepting of the restrictions on leaving the house. In contrast, men were more likely
to support the idea that priority should be given to passing on information and knowledge useful for disaster
prevention. It was also found that respondents living in areas affected by the disaster were less concerned about
being infected by Covid-19, more resistant to restrictions on leaving the house and patterns of behavior, and less
responsive to pandemic information. Still, regardless of whether they were from or lived in a formerly disaster-
affected area, respondents showed little qualitative difference in their attitudes and awareness toward passing
on the memories of the Great East Japan Earthquake to future generations. Respondents who felt victimized by
the pandemic showed a slight tendency to be hesitant about having earthquake victims speak actively about their
personal experiences in the disaster. Respondents who strongly feared infection, and were willing to abide by the
pandemic restrictions on going out, were found to be skeptical about the effectiveness of all of the methods pro-
posed for passing on the memories of the earthquake disaster.
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