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Takahira Kanda’s Plans for Reforming
Taxes and the Fiscal System
in the early Meiji era:
Revaluation as a Tax Reduction Plan
through cuts in Expenditures
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Takahira Kanda (1830-1898) wrote a lot about of the taxes system
and the fiscal system. In his works, he often pointed out the following
points. First, in the present taxes system, because of the complexity
of the tax administration, a lot of cost was needed for collection of
taxes. Second, the people were made to bear taxes in excess of what
was necessary because a budget system was not introduced. To solve
these problems, he insisted on the reform of taxes and fiscal system.
This paper clarifies that the main purpose of his reform plans was tax
reduction.
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