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Gishin Ono and the Japan Railway
Company

B K A

Gishin Ono (1839-1905) was born in the castle town of Sukumo in
the Tosa domain (now Kochi prefecture). He was involved in the official
administration of Sukumo with Tsuna Takeuchi (1839-1922), a senior
official who later became a politician and businessman. Takeuchi was
the birth father of post-World War II prime minister Shigeru Yoshida
(1886-1954).

Ono worked with a trading company named Horaisha, run by Shojiro
Goto (1838-97), and supported his brother-in-law Azusa Ono (1852-86),
who later became a politician and founder of the Toyokan publishing
house. In 1871, Gishin Ono entered the Ministry of Engineering and
directed the improvement project for Osaka’s major river, the Yodo,
working with the government-hired Western engineer G. A. Escher
(1843-1939) and others; he also took part in planning the construction
of Osaka harbor. In 1874, he left government service.

In 1881, Ono took part in the founding of the Japan Railway Co.
as a representative of Yataro Iwasaki (1834-85), also a native of Tosa
and the founder of the Mitsubishi Companies. Ono was a special adviser
to the Iwasaki family. He became a vice-president of Japan Railway in
1887 and president in 1892.

In 1897, a trade union was organized in what was the largest
private railway company in the country with the support of F. Takano
and S. Katayama. A major labour dispute occurred the following year.
Ono failed to reach an amicable settlement and was discharged at an
extraordinary general meeting of stockholders in 1898.

Takutoshi Inoue

JEL : B3, N7
F—v—F NI CEIRIALE, HABGER A 24
Key words : Gishin Ono, Yataro Iwasaki, the Japan Railway Company
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