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Thomas Hepburn, A Letter to a

Gentleman from his Friend in Orkney,
containing the True Causes of the

Poverty of that Country (1760)

g K sh %8R

Thomas Hepburn is an eighteenth-century Presbyterian minister
whose tract translated here presents a fine example of the work in
political economy in the Scottish Enlightenment. In it Hepburn acutely
analyses the main causes of the poverty of the Orkney Islands, a
remote area of Scotland where he served for nearly two decades. His
main purpose was to defend the Earl of Morton, a Scottish nobleman
who had been involved in a bitterly-fought epic court case called the
‘Pundlar Process’, about tyranny and oppression with which he had
been charged by his own vassals. Hepburn in the end remits the Earl
of Morton, citing many reasons why the Islands were suffering from
poverty, other than the alleged tyranny and oppression. Hepburn is now
an overlooked and almost forgotten figure who nonetheless shows how
political economy characteristically emerged in the Scottish Enlightenment
out of eighteenth-century British political culture and legal contexts.
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10) 22 BECTRIEIFD J & M #1T. B IRRFICZ>T V1555, ARITIE (P24 LK -
E—7y b LHART S, I CHEEOY 24 AR E—Ty b (James Mowat) . 1739
FIL70 v ¥RBIIHEP A LR« AT a7 — MIOFEISBELLS & LT, WAAIZES
NEEREE L etk BER SUBREE R THEI N (Fereday [1980], 39-40),

11) 7V 7 LARXF =V THDE— F AMABERIIN LT, =571 N7 OREHEHEHAPT (the Court
of Judiciary) &, Yz A AX « A7 27— MICERHERZT L, BEOEHEEZHEL -0
T, BHXIE & A CERRBICHE > 7z (Fereday [1980], 42-5),

12) T2 HEXTEHEXFO M 2T, BYIBRFE RT3, ARXCE 's—v v, ¢H
T3, ZICHEDI—Y Y (Meason) &, P24 LX + AFa7—FIROF L FOE
(the Dean of Guild) T3 (¥FNFORIR, A—7=2—EBEOI—TUr—NixE, Ray
k2 v RO BB OREHGOR T, ZOHTHOLTOBYICHN L TEEBELRD).
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DL, BRBTLEIN? EATOAEG, HoOFEOHME. #E0
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13) ERTREES 24 AX 2 HOBC, 4 ¥ Y ROE[MEBHLF v—1L 2 TRT—F - 2
F 27—t (Charles Edward Stuart, the Young Pretender, 1720-88), "HR=— -7V
A Fr—V—; OEHEREL, A727— FHEEZBAHEL T v 254 FoREL (1745-46
) REI LBKRBLE, AXicHb<27 77 Fil (John Mackenzie, Lord Macleod,
1727-89) i3, HERFEORBECEAL, ¥—RARXRADY ¥ a4 MROBK. 7 v~ ¢ HE
(George Mackenzie, the 3rd Earl of Cromarty, 1703-66) DEBTH 3, Ho5id 7 = A
F— B ADTy P —RiEEREN T vy ag FORELUCECHES L, K¥EE2ESEINT
B LTiEZ MBI N7 (Fereday [1980], 59-60), Yav - ev 7 ry—id#lk, 41 ¥V R
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E. 30 FWE-TIERB L, 1777 FIZA XY RIREL %282, " 7Y FHEERERZED
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16) MacKenzie, James (1836) [1750], The General Grievances and Oppresszon of the
Isles of Orkney and Shetland, Edinburgh.
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