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On Conjoint Survey Experiment:
A Methodological Investigation

Jaehyun SONG
Masahiro ZENKYO

This study aims to examine the methodological subjects in a conjoint sur-
vey experiment. One of the most important topics in political science is to
clarify what preferences citizens have and how the relationship between
citizens’ preferences and political behavior. While several previous studies
have used the survey method as the most conventional method to estimate
preferences, it has some limitations and shortcomings. The conjoint survey
experiment, proposed by Hainmueller et al. (2014) as an alternative method,
is a sophisticated method to estimate preferences in citizens, because it is
able to reduce the social desirability bias and estimate preferences more
appropriately based on the framework of causal inference in statistics.
Therefore, recent studies have focused on the conjoint survey experiments.
Moreover, studies that estimate citizens’ preferences based on this experi-
mental method have been gradually increasing in political science.

However, Japanese political scientists have almost never used the conjoint
survey experiment; therefore, many methodological points are obscure. In
particular, the following four points should be given due consideration when
we conduct a conjoint survey experiment: 1) the necessary number of the
observations, 2) the relationship between the repetition of experiments and
dropouts from experiment, 3) the valid number of choices, and 4) the meas-
ures for satisficer. Through the analysis of these four points based on our
original survey data, this study proposes and suggests a useful guideline for
conducting the conjoint survey experiment.
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