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Hungary’s Opening the Border of Austria in 1989:
With Special Reference to the Negotiations with
East Germany

Akira OGINO

The aim of this paper is to examine Hungarian foreign policy in the proc-
ess of the system change of 1989. Especially the author focuses on how
Hungary opened the border of Austria to let East German citizen leave for
West Germany.

The Hungarian Government began to remove barbed-wire stretched
around the border of Austria in May, 1989. The barbed-wire with a high-
tension current became a symbol of inhumane dictatorship after removing of
restriction to go abroad in 1987.

When more than 6,500 East Germans rushed to Hungarian territory in
summer of 1989, East German communist leaders urged Hungary to repatri-
ate them on the ground of the agreement of visa exemption between two
states in 1969, which obligated to send illegal visitor and criminal home mu-
tually. Miklés Németh, the Hungarian Prime Minister, and Gyula Horn, the
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, refused to repatriate East Germans
with intent to emigrate to West Germany by way of Austria, and made an de-
cision on permitting to leave. Németh and Horn succeeded in gaining sup-
port from the West German Government and opened the border to let them
go to Austria, September 11, although East Germany protested against
Hungary’s decision.

This paper consists of following sections:

1. Introduction

2. Hungary and East Germany

3. The Problem of East Germans who wish to leave for West Germany
4. Hungary Opened the Border of Austria

5. Conclusion
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