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Is Japan “Alinated” Society?:
An Examination of Validity of Political Alienation
Scale Based Survey Experiment

Masahiro ZENKYO

The purpose of this article is to examine the validity of political alienation
or distrust scale based on survey experiment. Especially, this article focuses
on the impact of not wording but difference of scale rating on the validity of
measurement. Although a lot of previous work examines the impact of that
on “reliability” of measurement, there are few research on the impact on
“validity”. Moreover, such research point out that 5 (or 7) point scale as
Licart scale are better scale than 3 point scale from the point of view of in-
formation theory. However, this article argues that 5 or 7 point scale is not
always better. As a result of survey experiment, this article reveals two main
findings. Firstly, the scale including “intensity” information overestimates
the degree of political distrust in Japan. The response rate of 5 and 7 point
scale are constantly about 20% higher than of 3 point scale. Secondly, 5 or
7 point scale underestimates the impact of political distrust on voting turn-
out. The impact of 3 point scale is significant statistically, but that of 5 and
7 point scale are not significant.
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