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Current Situation of Election Surveys in Japan

Masahiro YAMADA

For studies of election and public opinion, survey researches to voters
have contributed. But, now we face various challenges in promoting election
survey in Japan. The aim of this article is to make clear the current situation
of election surveys in Japan, and discuss the tasks for the future in this field.

For the purpose of this article, here we break down the issue to six topics;
(1) sampling designs and response rates, (2) diversification of the methods,
(3) designing of questionnaires, (4) cross-national survey, (5) publication
of datasets, and (6) continuity of survey projects. After discussing each
topic, as a tentative conclusion, we emphasize the efforts of coordination to
escape from ‘the tragedy of commons’ in survey research.
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