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Local Governments with Capacity
for Comprehensive Administration

Toshiya KITAYAMA

Various aspects of central-local relations are analyzed, including centraliza-
tion, decentralization, delegation, autonomy and integration in order to dem-
onstrate that the postwar Japanese local governments could be characterized
as those with capacity for comprehensive administration. These local gov-
ernments may not have been the ones with autonomy but they have been in-
tegrated with the central government to solve the local and national
problems as well.

How have they started and how they evolved is the question to be asked
in the following projects.
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