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Japanese Legal Periodicals
in the mid-Meiji era and Osaka Kohi-kai

Hiroshi TAKAHASHI

In spite of his high-profile, Kenjiro Ume, one of the prominent legal schol-
ars in the Meiji era, left just one monograph written in Japanese.
Surprisingly enough, that monograph: Nihon Minpo Wakai-ron [On
Transaction/ Compromise: from Perspective of the Japanese Civil Law] was
contributed to — at this distance in time — an obscure periodical published by
unknown local group called Osaka Koho-kai. Little information is available
on both this group and the periodical, and one of the reasons of such lack of
information can be found in the underdevelopment of historical/ sociological
research on the Japanese legal periodicals. This article tries to survey legal
periodicals in the mid-Meiji era comprehensively, and to locate the journals
published by Osaka Kohi-kai in the landscape of legal periodicals of the pe-
riod.
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