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On the Constituency of Sandwich in England
—Changing Aspects of MP’s Relationship to Constituency—

Toshimasa MORIWAKI

Edmund Burke addressed to the Bristol electorate in 1774 that the
Members of Parliament were not the representatives of the city of Bristol
but the representative of whole nation when they were elected. This famous
address tells an ideal image of representative democracy though it was not
a real aspect of the relationship between MPs and their constituency in the
18th century Britain. In the 18t century there was the so-called “pocket
constituency” in Britain where powerful patrons controlled electorate. In
such constituency the candidate was designated by the patron and worked
for him in the Parliament. Burke himself was elected from such “pocket
constituency.”

In the 19t century the relationship between MP and his constituency
changed drastically. Several electoral reforms radically increased the num-
ber of electorate, resulting disappearance of “pocket constituencies.” In
order to win election campaign candidates needed to collect ballots by them-
selves in place of influence of patrons. Since party organizations did not de-
velop at that time candidates were required to prepare campaign money
from their own pocket. Bribery was one of powerful weapons in the 19th
century election campaigns.

In 1883 the anti-corrupt law was enacted and purified dirty campaigns.
Also the gradual development of party organizations strengthened party con-
trol of campaign. Today candidates were selected and trained by party or-
ganizations. The amount of campaign money is severely limited by law.
However, corruption does not disappear in UK. One of the reasons why cor-
ruption still frequently happens is an existence of safe constituency. MPs
enjoy easy victories from election to election in safe constituency. In such
constituency they tend to lose a tense relationship to electorate.

In this article I describe these changing aspects of MP’s relationship to
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constituency focusing upon “Sandwich Constituency” in Kent and related
areas. “Sandwich Constituency” was “admiralty constituency” in the 18t
century and was known by corruption and dirty campaign in the 1880 elec-
tion. At last, “Sandwich Constituency” was abolished in 1885.
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