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Spirituality in the Era of ‘Post-Humanism’:
Dilemma of Specified Religion vs. Diffused Religion

Eisho Ohmura*

m Abstract

An international comparative survey that asked respondents about their pro-
fessed faith showed that while approximately 30% of Japanese respondents re-
ported having religious faith, as many as 90% in the US reported the same.

However, in spite of the differences between these two countries in their cul-
tural and religious backgrounds, people in both countries engage in similar relig-
ious practices in terms of what they do with the ashes of loved ones who pass
away, or their view of prayers following the death of a beloved pet.

This paper tries to examine why the religious practices of these countries, in
spite of the different cultural environments in which they occur and irrespective of
religious backgrounds, have come to resemble each other. I have examined this is-
sue using my own analytical perspectives on the religious traditions and sensibili-
ties of both countries. I conclude that the strength of the protestant denominations
in the US have kept it from moving steadily in the direction of post-modernism
O what I refer to as post-humanism in a certain sense [J in terms of its religious

sensibilities, as Japan and the other leading nations of Europe have done.

Key words: “diffused religion”, “religion-unaffiliated persons”, neo-animism,
god-centered vs. human-centered, Protestantism vs. Catholicism,

cemetery visits, pet cemetery
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