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An Introductory Consideration of the Methodology
of Seeing in KOGENGAKU and the Study of Folklore

Makito Kawada*

B Abstract

Participant observation is a “way of looking at something visually” that is
used in the field sciences. Debates focused on “participant (observation)” were es-
pecially popular in the field of ethnography in the 1980s, but there have been few
discussions of ““(participant) observation” as a practical topic of discussion.
Closely linked to sociology, the study of folklore, and cultural anthropology, KO-
GENGAKU is an independent methodology that thoroughly articulates methods of
visual observation. This methodology address two major issues : instrumental hu-
man discovery in which the surveyors themselves use various instruments to
measure, tally, and record data, and the creation of pseudo-vision, a way of using
things that one can see to make visible those things that one cannot see. By con-
trast, the folkloristic methodology conceptualized by Kunio Yanagita separates
folklore materials into three categories : tangible culture, language arts, and intent
phenomenon. He tried to develop a methodology for visual observation by placing
“visual fieldwork™ in the first of these categories. This is directly linked to the de-
velopment of the five stages of academic agency : field work, classification, es-
tablishment of indices, comparison, and conclusion. However, by developing vis-
ual methods in the study of folklore into the visual acuity of historical retroactiv-
ity, that is, looking at the past from the present, KOGENGAKU expresses differ-
ent developments. Unlike KOGENGAKU, which is a method of rendering things
that cannot be seen into visible form, and creating new visions, the study of folk-
lore was shaped out of the notion of directly seeing things that cannot be seen
(history and intent).

Key words : vision, participant observation, KOGENGAKU, study of folklore
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