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A Theory of Relative Deprivation Revisited (10)

ABSTRACT

This paper attempts to clarify how Runciman (1966) reached the historical appli-
cation of the concept of ‘relative deprivation’ originally coined by Stouffer et al (1949)
in their non-historical episodes of American soldiers’ differential attitude toward pro-
motion opportunities. Starting by suggesting Merton and Kitt’s (1950) presumably
‘non-linear’ relationship between relative deprivation and objective opportunities, Run-
ciman drew an imaginative figure for illustrative purposes where the degree of relative
deprivation first decreases, then increases to a certain point, and finally decreasing to-
wards zero. He uses this figure to analyze cross-sectional data, as well as longitudinal
data, by focusing on the change in expectation level (increase/decrease, accelerated,
etc.) and/or the dislocation of reference groups. All this suggests that we need to inte-
grate the static and the dynamic approach to relative deprivation.

Key Words: relative deprivation, non-linear relationship, cross-sectional analysis, lon-
gitudinal analysis, Runciman



