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better at the moment than you and your family 7’; by income within
occupational stratum.

non-manual
high medium
% %
Yes 59 66
No 31 25
Don’t know 10 9
‘Total 100% 100%

manual
low high medium low
% % %
51 56 63
39 32 17
10 12 20

100% 100% 100% 100%

(N=160) (N=107) (N=75) (N=99) (N=278) (N==368)
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% 2 Runciman 1966 : 235 0) Table 33 NFH B

Choice for son of foreman’s job at £20 a week or schoolteacher’s
at £15; manual respondents by age within self-rated ‘class’.

self-rated middle self-rated working
21-45 46+ 21-45 46+
%% % % %
Foreman 24 40 33 49
Schoolteacher 61 47 47 28
Don’t know 15 13 20 23
Total 100% 1009 1009 1009,
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A Theory of Relative Deprivation Revisited (9)

ABSTRACT

The present paper attempts to situate Runciman’s theory of relative deprivation
based on his work in 1966, which is an extension of his 1962 paper where he intro-
duced the concepts of magnitude, frequency and intensity. This paper explores what
sort of “resource X was considered to be relevant through his theoretical framework
and the 1962 survey he implemented using a questionnaire. He examines the three di-
mensions of class, status and power along which any “X” is specified. In line with the
class dimension, he examines income and provision, while along with the status dimen-
sion, the difference of reference groups over time is highlighted based on the empirical
analysis of the 1962 survey data.

Key Words: relative deprivation, Runciman, reference group



