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OriniONS ON Ways 10 GeT A ProMOTION IN FigaTER GROUPS,
BY RANK AND EpucaTioN

(Cross Section of Enlisted Men in 12 Fighter Groups in England,
December 1943. Based only on Men in Army 1 to 2 Years. 8-113)

QuesrioN: “Which of the following do Grade
you think would be the biggest help in and some High school
getting a promotion in your outfit?”’ high school graduates College
SERGEANTS (all grades)
Percentage checking

Ability on the job 37 33 26
Time in the Army 1 4 1
Having an “in” with the right people 33 38 43
Education 2 —_ 1
Being a conscicntious and hard worker 20 18 16
No answer 7 7 9

Total 100 100 100
Number of cases 208 210 186
CORPORALS AND PRIVATES

Percentage checking

Ability on the job 27 24 14
Time in the Army ] 7 4 5
Having an “in” with the right people 42 53 64
Education 1 1 —
Being a conscientious ard hard worker 18 9 8
No answer 5 9 9

Total 100 100 100
Number of cases 378 210 142
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A Theory of Relative Deprivation Revisited (7)

ABSTRACT

The present paper introduces and examines the notion of relative deprivation by
Runciman (1961), which was published prior to his larger book titled “Relative Depri-
vation and Social Justice” (1966).

He defines the concept of RD as (1) he [ =actor A] does not have X; (2) he sees
some other person (s) as having X; and (3) he wants X (whether or not it is feasible
that he should have X). In his later work, he added a fourth condition, which says “he
sees it as feasible that he should have X .

As it is possible to define which particular individuals are relatively deprived and
which particular individuals are not on the basis of this definition, I am tempted to call
Runciman’s contribution an “individualistic turn", in contrast to the “formal-theoretic
turn” by Davis.

Runciman also proposes a four-fold typology of relative deprivation by keeping
two criteria in mind: on the one hand, satisfaction with the position of one’s own
group within the social structure, and on the other, satisfaction with one’s own position
within one’s own group.

Although his typology is also a pioneering work within the research program of
relative deprivation, it is not naturally derived from his own definition of relative dep-
rivation.

Towards the end of the present paper, I examine the relevance of his definition
(particularly in relation to the notion of feasibility) and typology by consulting with
the earlier data presented in The American Soldier by S. Stouffer and others, only to
point out future theoretical tasks.

Key Words: relative deprivation, feasibility, The American Soldier, reference group



