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Life Security and Religion in Taiwan
A case study of the Social Support by the Tzu-Chi Foundation

ABSTRACT

In Taiwan, there are some private charitable organizations contributing to recovery
support in place of the government in the disaster recovery process following a disas-
ter. The Tzu-Chi Foundation, one of the largest Buddhist charitable organizations in
Taiwan, arrived at the space where nothing was working right following a disaster
ahead of the government, and developed its own recovery support with the organized
volunteers. As a result, the Tzu-Chi Foundation won not only believers’ trust, but also
the public’s trust, and promoted support for the recovery of public order such as the re-
building of public schools with the aid of enormous donations collected from the pub-
lic.

The purpose of this paper is to describe the processes by which the Tzu-Chi Foun-
dation, established in the 1960s, found its own way into the public space through char-
ity and relief work. After the Second World War, the Taiwan government implemented
social security policies using a post-colonial structure. The specified ethnicity was
eliminated from these social security policies. Such being the case, the Tzu-Chi Foun-
dation advanced into the public space together alongside a core of social solidarity for
life security by offering people social support. Meanwhile, the Tzu-Chi Foundation en-
larged its organization. The situation in postwar Taiwanese society of the lives of the
people on the outside resembles the one after a disaster occurred. That is why the Tzu-
chi Foundation came to be able to offer public services quickly following a disaster.

Key Words: Life security, public religion, social support



