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Images of Social Stratification and
Perceptions of Social Inequality

ABSTRACT

Since the start of the twenty-first century, the widening societal gap has been a
topic of debate in Japan, but we have seldom discussed the mechanism of people’s per-
ceptions of social inequality. This paper develops the Fararo-Kosaka model by examin-
ing the mechanism of the distribution of middle class consciousness and the percep-
tions of social inequality model. We analyze the model using group reference theory.

An analysis of this model resulted in the following findings: (1) the ratio of mid-
dle class consciousness increases proportionate to the diversity in the reference group;
(2) the degree of social inequality in the perception system varies according to the dif-
ference in position in the objective hierarchy and his (or her) reference group. The un-
equal degree in the perception system does not necessarily decrease even if the objec-
tive unequal degree is decreased. So, we have to consider the difference and change of
unequal degree of each class people in the perception system, if we draw up the policy
for a gap widening society.

Key Words: image of social stratification, social inequality, reference group, Gini co-
efficient



