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Effects of Aggregated Relative Deprivation on Social Welfare

ABSTRACT

Explicitly or implicitly, Gini coefficient was often assumed to be an index of ag-
gregated relative deprivation. However, in Kosaka-Ishida-Hamada theorem, it was
shown that Gini coefficient was not isomorphic with the index of aggregated relative
deprivation. This led us to reexamine the outcomes of previous studies using Gini coef-
ficients as indices of relative deprivation. In this study, we examine the effects of ag-
gregated relative deprivation on the Japanese suicide rate. Before estimating the effects,
the sociological implications of Kosaka-Ishida-Hamada theorem were investigated, re-
ferring to some numeric examples. These analyses showed that aggregated relative dep-
rivation had a clear effect on suicide rates. This fact was confirmed for the first time in
Japan.

Key Words: Kosaka-Ishida-Hamada theorem, Relative deprivation, Gini coefficient



