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Describing Social Beauty—A Report from Educational Activities

ABSTRACT

This paper is a report on the educational practices of social aesthetics in this
researcher’s classes and seminars at the School of Sociology, Kwansei Gakuin University.
Nearly four years have passed since this researcher began introducing social aesthetics
into teaching and research activities in undergraduate seminars. In these educational and
research activities, each student has been encouraged to describe or write out his/her
encounter with ‘social beauty’ in everyday life. The descriptions of their experience of
‘social beauty’ have been mutually shared and examined through group discussions in
order to understand the aesthetic (i.e., neither physiological nor ideational) pleasure of
feeling the ‘social’ (i.e., association of individuals). The descriptions of ‘social beauty’ have
been not only appreciated in themselves, but also utilized as primary data for intellectually
analyzing the conditions or principles which may underlie the emergence of ‘social beauty’
in light of various socio-aesthetic studies in social and human sciences (G. Simmel, S.
Ishikawa, Organizational Aesthetics and others). Based on the reports and essays on
‘social beauty’ written for by the students, this paper proposes a general guideline for
‘describing social beauty’ and examines a method of doing social aesthetics that starts

from the awareness of ‘social beauty’ in everyday life.

Key Words: social aesthetics, social beauty, association, common pleasure



