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The Theory of Relative Deprivation Revisited (3)

ABSTRACT

The present paper is the continuation of earlier articles by the author on the same
topic. The present paper stresses that a phenomenon addressed by the theory of relative
deprivation that appears to be ‘seemingly paradoxical’ is paradoxical not against our
intuitive notion, but against the empirical data shown about the individuals’ opinions or
attitudes. Using the expression of P. L. Kendall and P. F. Lazarsfeld (1950), ‘the personal
data shows a positive association between promotions and the system for approving
promotions, while unit data shows a negative correlation between promotion chances and
approval’. The theory of relative deprivation is significant and interesting because of this
discrepancy between individual property and collective property. This research provides a
visual representation of the data using a reconstructed graph to show the positive
relationship between promotion and satisfaction, and the results of test of statistical

independence between those two variables.

Key Words: relative deprivation, The American Soldier, individual property, collective
property



