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TABLE 3

WILLINGNESS FOR SERVICE, BY MARITAL CoNpITION ON ENTERING THE ARMY,
EDUCATION, AND AGE

PERCENTAGE IN CROSS SECTION WHO SAID THEY VOLUNTEERED
OR SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DEFERRED:

Unmarried when entered Army
H.S.

Married when entered Army

Not H.S. Not H.S.

graduates graduates graduates graduates
30 and over 68 (320) 77 (167) 59 (193) 64 (128)
25 to 29 72 (323) 89 (289) 60 (124) 70 (146)
20 to 24 73 (672) 85 (719) 67 (144) 76 (105)
Under 20 79 (200) 90 (217) — —

Number of cases is shown in parentheses. For source of data see Table 2.
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A Theory of Relative Deprivation Revisited (2)

ABSTRACT

The present paper is the continuation of the earlier article by the same writer under
the same topic. The present paper first introduces a couple of additional episodes related
to the concept of relative deprivation from 7The American Soldier by Stouffer and others,
which shows that the concept addresses the group situation instead of the individual
actors perception. Second, the present paper quotes the episode on Negro soldiers in
Southern areas which was not discussed fully in Merton’s Social Theory and Social
Structure, showing how the notion of relative deprivation and the conception of reference
group are closely intertwined. The paper concludes that ‘a group’, whose member
compares themselves with other members of other ‘groups,” is to be identified for the
purpose of clarifying theoretically the notion of relative deprivation, whether or not the

member is conscious of being a member of a particular group.

Key Words: relative deprivation, The American Soldier, reference group



