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“DiY Culture” on the Internet

ABSTRACT

Rich contents can be treated by users on the Internet with the spread of video sharing
websites. As a result of the spread, expression activities by the individual on the Internet
are increasing in number as well as in diversity. Conventionally, characteristic culture
existed in the expression activities using a computer and an electronic network. The
culture “hacker ethic” and “free software” are examples of this. The culture is diffused by
the spread of the Internet in recent years.

In the paper entitled, “The Cathedral and the Bazaar” which was first made public in
1997, Eric Steven Raymond advocated the use of “bazaar style” as a method suitable for
production of the computer software on the Internet. This “bazaar style” is not limited to
the production style of computer software, but is a production style that is now viewed by
various expressive forms on the Internet. Such a production style was connected with what
is known as “DiY culture” (McKay 1998) in Japan. Various expression activities which
have been influenced by the “bazaar style” have appeared on the Internet.

Key Words: DiY culture, Internet, bazaar style



