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Measurement of place attachment using the Photo Projective Method.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to measure place attachment to the university one belongs to using
the Photo Projective Method (PPM). PPM is a new technique based on a projective
method that uses photographs to capture perceived environments. In this study three
approaches were used to review social research with photographs: the interview method,
landscape evaluation, and an investigation into an individual’s internal world. Ninety-five
university students were provided with a camera and were requested to photograph their
daily lives in their universities for a week. The Students took 1,258 photographs. The
Photographs were classified according to the KJ method. The main findings were as
follows. (1) The first category constituted photographs of the places and buildings of the
universities. They represented a physical environment suggesting emotional bonds with the
universities. (2) The second category constituted photographs of the symbolic constitutions
of the universities. These photographs represented a socio—cultural environment suggesting
cognitive ties with the universities. (3) The third category constituted photographs of
people and companions in the university or of activities with them. These photographs
represented an interpersonal environment suggesting social bonds and networks among
university members. (4) The results revealed that PPM could not only measure personal
and unique responses but also collective and common responses. Finally this paper
discusses the advantages and disadvantages of PPM for social research.

Key Words: Photo Projective Method (PPM), place attachment, environmental cognition



